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to the governmental control of the Compaiiia Cubana de Electricidad
and of the Delicias and Chaparra mills.1 He also issued drastic
decrees regarding strikes. Communism, and terrorism. Nevertheless
order had not been fully restored by the time of writing; there were
many anti-American demonstrations on the part of Communists and
other Left Wing revolutionaries, and on the 27th May gunmen
attacked Mr. Caffery, who fortunately escaped injury. The Cuban
Government expressed great regret for this incident and stated that
his assailants must have been terrorists belonging to no recognized
political faction.
The existing state of unrest did not discourage the United States
Government from taking rapid and decisive action in the matter of
the Platt Amendment. Negotiations between Mr. Welles and Dr.
Marquez Sterling, now the Cuban Ambassador in Washington, resulted
in the unexpected announcement that a treaty had been signed on the
29th May, 1934,2 abrogating the Permanent Treaty of 1903.3 Under
the new treaty the United States no longer had the right of interven-
tion, and there were no restrictions on the freedom of Cuba to contract
foreign loans, or to enter into alliances which might impair Cuban
sovereignty. The United States was to retain its naval station on
leased territory at Guantanamo Bay, and all acts of the United States
during its military occupation of Cuba were to remain valid. The
clause of the Permanent Treaty regarding health services was replaced
by the provision that, 'if at any time in the future a situation should
arise that' appeared *to point to an outbreak of contagious disease in
the territory' of either party, the other party should 'for its own
protection, and without its act being considered unfriendly, exercise
freely and at its discretion the right to suspend communications
between those of its ports that it may designate and all or part of the
territory of the other party, and for the period that it may consider
to be advisable'.4
The ratification of the new treaty by the Senate at Washington on
the 31st May, 1934, was one of the outstanding achievements of the
Roosevelt Administration's policy with regard to Latin-America, and
marked the opening of a new period in the relations between the
United States and Cuba. The question of American economic domina-
tion remained, however, unsolved, and might yet have considerable
influence on the policy of the United States, if the Cuban attempt at
social revolution were successful, or if the Cubans were ever in a posi-
tion to act upon the saying of their national hero Jose Marti that *a
1 See p. 388 above.        * Text in The New York Times, 30th May, 1934.
3 See p. 365 above.        4 The New Jork Times, loc, tit.